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Preface

The VEDAS are the fountain head of all ancient Indian 
philosophical thought, tradition and practices. The four Vedas 
contain all true knowledge in seed form. It is, therefore, desirable 
that all human beings should study them to take full advantage of 
this essential knowledge which can act as a light-source in this 
long voyage of the vast ocean of human life.

The four Vedas contain over 20,000 Mantras, Verses wrapped 
in the mystery of an ancient language, which though perfect, yet 
are beyond the grasp of the general public. The study of the Vedas 
is, therefore, difficult for an average Indian, even though, he may 
profess faith in them and hold them in high esteem. Some English 
and Hindi translations of the Vedas are available, but they are very 
voluminous and not many people have time and inclination to 
study them.

Keeping in view the above dilemma, the author has selected 
around 150 Vedic Mantras with a view to propagate some of the 
cardinal truths contained in these holy scriptures. These selected 
verses represent only a few drops from the ocean of Vedic 
knowledge and literature. However, they cover main, important 
and popular themes beneficial to human life.

It is hoped that with the publication  of this handy volume, 
the overall meaning and the message contained in selected Vedic 
verses will spread among the general reader who might ignorant 
of this divine knowledge.

Only ‘a’ has been taken from Scriptural Transliteration for 
longer ‘a’ sound to write the mantras. The rest is as written in 
government papers, newspapers, magazines and general books.

– J.M. Mehta
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Famous Vedic Prayers

(1) vksýe~ vlrks ek ln~xe;! 
relks ek T;ksfrxZe;!  

e`R;ksekZe`rxe;!

Om asato mã sad gamaya,
Tamso ma jyotir gamaya,

Mrityor mã, amritam gamay.

gs ijekRek! vki gesa vlR; ls gVkdj lR; ekxZ ij ykb,A 
va/dkj ls izdk'k dh vksj ys tk,¡] èR;q ls vèr dh vksj ys pysa!

O’ Lord, Lead me from the unreal to the real
Lead me from darkners (ignorance) to light

Lead from death to immortality.

®®

(2)   losZ HkoUrq lqf[ku% losZ lUrq fujke;kA
losZ Hkækf.ki';Urq ek df'pn~ nq%[kHkkXHkosr~AA

Sarve bhavantu sukhina, sarve Santu nirãmyã;
Sarve bhadrni pashyantu mã kashichad dukh 

bhãgabhavet.

gs ijekRek! bl lalkj esa lHkh izk.kh lq[kh jgsaA  
lc uhjksx jgsaA lcdk dY;k.k gks!  
bl lalkj esa dksbZ nq[kh u gksAA
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O’ Lord, Let all Beings in this world be happy, be healthy, 
 be full of bliss and no one should be in pain.

®®

(3) lgukoorq lgukS HkquDrq] lgoh;± djokogSA
rstfLoukokZ/hreLrq ek fonw"kk ogSAA

Sahnãvãvtu sahnau bhunaktu sahaviryam 
karvãvahai;

Tejasvinãrvãdadhitamastu mã vidoosha wahai.

gs ijekReu! ge fey dj viuh j{kk djsa]  
ge lc oLrqvksa dk fey dj miHkksx djsaA  

ge feydj iq#"kkFkZ djsa] gekjk vè;;u rstLoh gks]  
ge ijLij }s"k u djsaA

O’ God, Let us all unite and protect ourselves.

Let there be no hatred among us.

®®

(4) Roeso ekrk p firk Roeso
    Roeso cU/q'p l[kk Roeso 
   Roeso fo|k æfo.ka Roeso] 
  Roeso lo± ee nso nsoeAA

Tvameva mãtã cha pitã tvameva,
Tvameva bandhusha sakha tvameva,
Tvameva vidyã dravidam tvameva,
Tvameva sarvam mam deva devam.
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gs ijekReu~] vki gh gekjs ekrk&firk gSa] 
vki gh gekjs HkkbZ vkSj fe=k gSaA 

fo|k vkSj /uoSHko Hkh vki gh gSaA 
vki gh gekjs loZLo vkSj iwtuh; nso gSaA

O’ Lord, you are our mother and father.
You are our brother and friend.
You are knowledge and wealth,

You are everything to us, O’ Supreme Lord.

'''
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Gayatri Mantra

vksýe~ HkwHkqZo% Lo%A rRlforqoZj.;a HkxksZ nsoL; /hefgA  
f/;ks;ksu% izpksn;kr~A

Om bhur bhuvah svah, tat-savitur-varenyam
bhargo devasya dhimahi 

Dhiyo yo nah prachodayãt
Poetical English Rendering of Gayatri Mantra
vksýe~ loZj{kd] izk.kksa ds izk.k] nq[k fouk'kd] lq[k&Lo:i] 
lalkj ds mRiknd] loZizsjd] izdk'k Lo:i] oj.k djus ;ksX;] 
loZJs"B] Ikkiuk'kd] 'kq¼ Kku dks ge /kj.k djsa] gs ijekRek! 

vki gekjh cqf¼ dks 'kqHk deks± esa izsfjr djsaA
Creator of the world of existence art thou.

Lord of inhabitants of plains and hills art thou.
Crown of all light furnishing objects art thou.
Almighty! Grant us the light of discernment.

To the intellectual eye with thy shining enlightenment.

®®

vksýe~ fo'okfu nso lfornqZfjrkuh ijklqoA 
;n~ Hkæa rUu vklqoAA

Aum vishwãni deva saviturduritãni parãsuva;
Yad bhadram tanna ã suva.

gs ldy txr~ ds mRifÙkdrkZ] leLr ,s'o;Z ;qDr 
'kq¼ Lo:i] lc lq[kksa ds nkrk ijes'oj! 

vki Ñik djds gekjs lEiw.kZ nqxqZ.k] nqO;Zlu vkSj nq%[kksa dks nwj 
dhft,A tks dY;k.kdkjd xq.k] deZ] LoHkko vkSj inkFkZ gSa] 

og gesa iznku dhft,A
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O’ Creator of the universe, all powerful and pure,
Giver of all happiness, please keep us free from all evil tendencies 

and practices and cast away all miseries from our life.
Bless us with benevolent qualities, actions and nature!

®®

vksýe~ lekuh o vkdwfr% lekuk ân;kfu o%A
lekueLrq oks euks ;Fkko% lq lqlgklfrAA

Om samaani va ãkuti, samana hridyani, va. 
Samanmastu vo mano yatha va susahasati

ge lc yksxksa dk ladYi ,d gksA lcds ân; ds Hkko ,d 
leku gksA lc ds eu ,d izdkj ds fopkj djus okysa gksA lc 

yksx laxfBr gksdj mÙke dk;Z iw.kZ djsaA

Let our aim be common and our hearts of one accord. And all of us 
be of one mind so that we may live well together!

®®

vksýe~ 'kUuks nsohjfHkZ"V;~ vkiks HkoUrq ihr;sA 
'ka;kjfHk ÏoUrq u%A

Aum shanno devirabhishtaya ãpobhavantu peetaye;
Shanyãrbhi sravantu nah.

loZ izdk'kd vkSj loZ O;kid bZ'oj bfPNr iQy vkSj vkuUn 
izkfIr ds fy, dY;k.kdkjh gks vkSj ge ij lq[k dh o`f"V djsaA

May the all pervading, God, source of all light be merciful in 
granting our desired boons, bliss and bestow happiness upon us.

'''
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The First Mantra

vksýe~ vfXuehGs iqjksfgra ;KL; nsoe`fRote~
gksrkja jRu/kree~AA

Om agnimeede purohitam yagyasya devamritvijam;

hotarãm ratnadhãtamam.

‘I glorify God, the Self-effulgent, who is upholder of the universe
from eternity, the illuminator of all activity and the Only Object 
of adoration in all seasons, the Most Bounteous and the Greatest 

Giver of splendid wealth.’
Rig Veda 1:1:1

with the name of God and describes his attributes. Agni is one 
of the names of One Adorable God, who has numerous names, 
based upon his various attributes. He is Brahma (The Supreme 
Being), he is Agni–the all knowing, He is Indra–the Omnipotent, 
He is Diva–the shining one, and so on. Though He is One Unitary 
Being, they speak of Him in various ways:

He is the Controller and the Creator of the universe from 
eternity. We should all worship One Adorable God.

'''
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Invocation God

vksýe~ fo'okfu nso lfornZqfjrkfu ijklqoA
;n~ Hkæa rUu vklqoA

Aum vishwani deva savitarduritani parã suva,
yad bhadram tanna ã suva.

‘O Lord the Creator of the universe (and source of all great powers), 
be gracious, we beseech Disperser of true happiness), he gracious, we 
beseech Thee to dispel all our miseries (views and evil propensities) 
and to bestow upon us what is good (such as virtuous tendencies, 
inclinations to do benevolent deeds, and a righteous disposition.’)       

Yajur Veda 30:3

This is one of the most famous Vedic verses which contains 
universal prayer. We pray to God to remove all our vices, dispel 
all our miseries and grant us all that is good and righteous. This is 
a prayer which is suitable for all mankind without any distinction 
of caste, creed, race or country. What a wonderful heaven of peace 
and prosperity this world would be if all human beings are blessed 
with good habits, perform good deeds and are free from vices, 
evil deeds and miseries of all kinds. May we attain all that is 

'''
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God of All Things

‘The One has encompassed all.
From Heaven to Earth

Which possesses all things
To Him, I offer my worship.’

Atharva Veda- 1:32

'''
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Homage to God

‘Homage to Him, who presides over all things,
That which was and that which shall be;

To whom alone belongs the heaven,
To that all powerful Brahman, our homage!’

Atharva Veda- X:8

We should offer worship to the Only One God, who pervades all: 
here, there and everywhere. What is visible is all his manifestation, 
and what is not is all his hidden mystery. 

God is the Controller of all things, moving and not moving, 
animate and inanimate. He knows everything of the past, the 
present and the future. From Heaven to Earth, He is the LORD 
of all things. We should pay our homage to God of the Universe.

'''


